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                       Job Corps Program
   
              $250 million for the office of Job Corps
   
         Office:      Office of Job Corps
   
         Agency:      U.S.  Department of Labor
   
         Type:      Competitive Grants
   
         Description:      The funds will support construction and modernization of a network of residential facilities serving at-risk youth. The funds will allow the Office of Job Corps to move forward on a number of ready-to-go rehabilitation and construction projects, including those where competitions have already been concluded.
   
         Website:      http://www.jobcorps.gov/     
         Email:      national_office@jobcorps.gov     
         Phone:      (202) 693-3000 (Job Corps Program)
   
              
   
              Unemployment Insurance
   
              Included provisions to extend the Emergency Unemployment Compensation Program and provides $25 more a week in Unemployment Insurance benefits to recipients
   
         Administrator:     Vermont Department of Labor 
   
         Purpose:      Encourage Unemployment Insurance (UI) Modernization: provides up to $14.7 million to reward and encourage Vermont to enact specific reforms designed to increase UI coverage among low-wage, part-time and other jobless workers, as well as provide an additional $997,000 in UI administrative funding. 
   
         Description:      Unemployment Insurance (UI) is temporary income for workers who are unemployed through no fault of their own and who are either looking for new jobs, in approved training, or awaiting recall to employment.  Regular UI is a state funded program that provides up to 26 weeks of benefits.   Emergency UI is a federal funded program created in 2008 to provide additional benefits of up to 33 weeks of benefits for Vermonters.  Both are administered by the Vermont Department of Labor.
   
         Provisions:      The current federally-funded emergency UI program (which provides up to 33 weeks of extended benefits) that was scheduled to expire at the end of March, 2009, is extended through December 31, 2009.
   
              Federal funding is provided to increase both regular and emergency unemployment benefits by $25 a week through calendar year 2009. 
   
         Website:      http://labor.vermont.gov/Workers/Unemployed/tabid/109/Default.aspx
   
         Phone:      To file a new claim: 877-214-3330 For general information: (802) 828-4000 (Vermont Department of Labor)
   
              
   
              Trade Adjustment Assistance for Workers
   
              Included provisions to expand the eligibility and benefits of the Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA) and reauthorizes the program through December 31, 2010
   
         Administrator:     Division of Trade Adjustment Assistance
   
              U.S.  Department of Labor
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              Vermont Department of Labor
   
         Purpose:      To assist workers at firms who have become (or are threatened to become) fully or partially separated from employment due to trade with foreign countries. Workers (3 or more) must apply for a TAA eligibility designation from the Secretary of Labor. 
   
         Provisions:      Extends TAA program to cover workers at affected public agencies, as well as downstream service providers. The program provides qualified workers with compensation, health care tax credits, relocation allowances, training allowances, alternative TAA benefits (for workers over 50) and other services.
   
         Website:      http://www.labor.vermont.gov/    
   
         Phone:      (802) 828-4000
   
              
   
              
   
              Trade Adjustment Assistance for Communities
   
              $150 million was included for the Trade Adjustment Assistance for Communities grant program
   
         Agency:      U.S.  Department of Commerce
   
         Provision:      Creates a Trade Adjustment Assistance for Communities program that will allow a community to apply for designation as a community affected by trade.
   
         Type:      Discretionary grants
   
         Purpose:      To provide technical assistance to affected communities to identify impediments to economic development that result from the impact of trade, and develop a community strategic plan to address economic adjustment and workforce dislocation in the community.
   
         Description:      Communities provide the Secretary of Commerce with a strategic plan for community redevelopment. The Secretary may then appropriate up to $5 million per community to help implement the plan. Communities must match five percent (5%) of the funds allotted by the Commerce Department.
   
         Website:      www.commerce.gov     
         Phone:      (202) 482-2000 ( U.S.  Department of Commerce)
   
              
   
              Sector Partnership Grants
   
              $40 million was included for the Sector Partnership Grant
   
         Agency:      U.S.  Department of Labor
   
         Purpose:      To facilitate partnerships between industry, state and local governments, firms, local labor and workforce investment boards, and educational institutions to strengthen and revitalize industries. Grants may be used to help the partnerships identify the skill needs of the targeted industry or sector and any gaps in the supply of available, skilled workers in the community impacted by trade. They may also be used to implement and develop strategies for small and medium-sized firms to increase their productivity and retain workers.
   
         Description:      Establishes a Sector Partnership Grant program that allows the Secretary of Labor to award industry or sector partnership grants to facilitate efforts of the partnership to strengthen and revitalize industries.
   
         Website:      www.dol.gov     
         Phone:      1-877-US-2JOBS
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              Community College and Career Training Grants
   
         $40 million included for the Community College and Career Training Grants program    
         Agency:      U.S.  Department of Labor
   
         Purpose:      Allows educational institutions to apply for grants which will be used to develop or improve a program for workers eligible for the TAA for Workers Program.
   
         Description:      Grant proposals must include information regarding the manner in which the grant will be used to improve or develop an education or training program, the extent to which the program will meet the needs of workers in the community, the extent to which the proposal fits into the community’s strategic plan or Sector Partnership Grant, and any previous experience of the institution in providing such services to TAA eligible workers.
   
         Website:      www.dol.gov     
         Phone:      1-877-US-2JOBS
   
              
   
              
   
              
   
              Trade Adjustment Assistance for Firms
   
              Reauthorizes the program through 2010,   and increases to $50 million the funding authorization for Fiscal Year 2009 and 2010 for the Trade Adjustment Assistance for Firms program
   
         Administrator:     Economic Development Administration
   
         Agency:      Department of Commerce
   
         Purpose:      Provides consulting services to firms whose workers have been certified TAA eligible. Consulting services are administered through non-profit Trade Adjustment Assistance Centers (TAACs). There are 11 TAACs nationally, which receive funding through the Economic Development Agency.
   
         Description:      When workers are certified by the DOL to be TAA benefit eligible, the Secretary of Commerce is required to reach out to the firm to notify it of its potential TAA eligibility. A final determination of eligibility is then made by the Secretary of Commerce. Grants for those eligible firms are made available by the Secretary to the 8 regional Economic Development Administrations, who then divide funding to the 11 regional TAACs, which provide various services to firms in order to increase their competitiveness.
   
         Website:      http://www.eda.gov/Research/TradeAdj.xml     
              http://www.netaac.org/about-us.html     
         Phone:      (978) 446-9870 (New England Trade Adjustment Assistance Center)
   
              
   
              Community Service Employment for Older Americans $120 million was included for SCSEP
   
         Agency:      U.S.  Department of Labor - Employment & Training Administration 
   
         Type:      Formula funds and Competitive Grants - Nonprofits may apply
   
         Description:      Funding for part-time employment opportunities for low income seniors
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         Website:      http://www.doleta.gov/seniors/ (National)
http://www.ddas.vermont.gov/ddas-programs/programs-scsep (Vermont)
   
         Phone:      877-US2-JOBS (U.S. Department of Labor) (802) 786-2571 (Agency of Human Services, Division of Disability and Aging Services)
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